Supplemeutar:,' i’*oiiioraijdui;. cj? l>oi:truction and i'^on-Dostriiction 2/l‘j/ul 

of Records by tini FBI 

In my previous mcnoranduin I provided confinaation of my affidavits in C.ii..75- 
226 in wiiich I statri * tiint law anc: rnt:ulations proMbit the destruction of any records 
or evidence in th(^ Jill assassination investigation. The attachments to that memo are 
copies of records provided by the FBI only after being ordered to do so by the •^ourt. 

The volume of those records, in excess of 6,000 pages, reflects the fact that 
when the FBI offered the opjxarturiity to examine them at the FBI it knew very well that 
neither you nor I could i.iiike an adequate examination at the FBI. The apparent purpose 
of the FBI • s proposal was stonewalling. 

The samples of ballistics, . tested are within the definition of "records" 

included in my previous nemo. x 

Those discovery records, as I then noted, are incoiuplcte. 

They do not, for example, inclMe the complete history of the disaprearanoe of 
the samples SA John F, Gallagher submitted to neutron activation analysis^ They do 
include an internal record sug^Xisting that the tested samples were destroyed as 
allegedly radioactive waste, % previous memo states that there was no dangerous radio- 
activity involved in those small specimens and radioactivity is not an accurate or 
truthful explanation ol' their alleged disappearance. 

No records reflecting any seeifch for those specimens was provided. Neither was any 
record reflecting the propriety or iJiipropiiety of aiiy such destruction. The FBI was 
remarkably indifferent to this alleged destruction of evidence, according to the 
incomplete discove.y records. 

I disputed the allegation that there wqs any daiigerous radioactivity, stated that 
only small specimens are required for WAAs, and that the radioactivity decays rapidly, 
suggesting that there is another reason for the- disappearance of those specimens. 

After I sent you tliis previous memo Ikirk Allen provided copies of pertinent records 
he obtained from the National Archives. These records confirm my me^randum with respect 
to the size of IhU npocimens and the fact that there is no dangerous Idadioactivity, They 





colfeirm what I stated vdth regard to the curbstone, tiiat the FBI had scraped off all 
of the material that could be used in liAA, from an area of ]5/4 inch by an inch, 

altliou h only a mucli sr.ialler speciiaen is required. And tliey coiifinn, in detail, allega- 
tion;; in several of i;ii’ long iiffidavits in this case. 

Gallaglic;:’ testified untruthfully on deposition, I believe there is no reasonable 
doubt that wtiile he professed to the v;orld's VJorst memoi’y, his untruthfulness was 
deliberate. 

One illustration oi this is his claim tliat ho was ordered not to examine the un— 
fired bullet found in tli ril'lo in order to pi'oscrve it. I provided what is known 
among siiooters as a "pulled" bullet. T'.iis was to shoe tliat the bullet could be 
pulled from tlic shell, a minute sfuaple removed from the Sore, and the bullet thereafter 
placed bad: in the slioll, with no visible damage and no interferenoo with any other 
test that i-iight be desire in thesfuture. This is precisely what hr, Vincent <luinn did 
for the ^^ouse Select Uonidttee on Assas- inations (liSOa), as his report and the records 
of the Archives state. 

You may remember that when the /^resident was assassinated the Atomic Energy 
Commission, offered Dr, Guinn as the outstanding exiiert on the use of WA/i in criminal- 
istics, a field in vddeh ho -was a pioneer; and l^at the FBI refused to accept him, 
opting instead for those who were without his criminalistics expertise, 

V/hen HBCA wrote the Arcliivos on u/26/77 about the pending tests for HSCA by hr, 
Guinn (attached as it.) it stilted that the samples to be tested were minute, about 15 
milligrams; that the specimens Gallagher hac. used could be used again; that it had not 
been able to locate those specimens; and that when its ballistics panel of experts had 
examined the curbstone it found it would "be unable to scrape a sufficient quantity 
of lead residue witliout contaminating the sample viith pieces of concrete," 

In this regard I remind jtou thqt when I asked you to ask each of the BftE SAs we 
deposed to te,stify to the condition and appearance of that portion of the curbstone 
all refused. Visual examination mal:es it ap^iaront that tliis particular spot is of a 
different texture and color and that neither an impact nor traces of lead or any other 
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subatance is visible. 

This is the one spectrogiapliic plate the FBI alleges it destroyed to save space, 
that space being the thickness of a thin piece of photographic film. The FBI provided 
no affidavibt, no ])i"oof of search, .•uid 1 pi'ovided an affidavit stating tliat any such 

destruction would viol ate FBI regulations. At that time I knew that the FBI prohibited 

eu* 

tciestruction of an existing lecord to correct factual error in it, tliat it required 
instead an amendment to the existing record. Since then tliis discovery material estab- 
lishes that any such destruction is strictly prohibited , 

The explanation of the alleged disappearance of tliis plate, lilco the explanation of 
the alleged diaapt>earancoB of thd^iAjl specimens, simply can' t be truthful. 

Dr. Guinn v;roto the IISCA on augus^ 19, 1977, setting forth what he would do in 
his testing. (Attached as B). He stated that N/u-. "is nondestructive" and tliat the 
size of the specimens cim bc«i as small as "a few milligrams. " ^^e stated tliat the removal 
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of so small a sample does no damage insofar as microscopic comparisons are concerned. ^ 
also stated that rather than being dangerous radioactive waste the samples ballagher 
used "would be quite suitable for re-aruilyaiii Ho would submit the s;«cimens to 
radiactivity twice, th^; first time for only 40 seconds, the second for an houi^and that 
"The induced radioactivity level of each activated sample is quite low and soon declined 
to a negligible level, so the activated samples can be returned to the Archives quite 
Safely." This gives the lie to the Oallager conjecture aboutbtheir alleged disapiiearance 
becausQt they were destroyed as radioactive waste eind it reflects the fact that in 
generating the record I obteiined on discovery the Ful knew it was generating an un© 
trutliful record. 

The materials to be tested were taken to Halifomia by the Arcliives and the federal 

Protective Bervioe. The Archives* reports on this arc attached as C. 

P 

On December 28 ils Trudy Peterson filed a memo for the reCord in wiiich she states 
that the archives had weighed the bullet tliat allegedly inflicted all seven non— fatal 
injuries on President iCennedy an(^ Governor Gonnally iind was unscratched by this career. 
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Cbmiidasioa Exliibit 'jS'j, Shu the \/ei{;ht on each of two weighings. Please note that 

v;hen I asked the Archives for the weight it refused to provided it. 

Under date of 10/25/77 James Goar, Dirc-ctor of the Archives Preservation Services 
^iviLiiou, provided liis report oa the IhiA tO:;ting by hr. Guinn. 

lie stater, that ^r. Gidnim also found ^that there "was not sul'ficient residue on 
the curbstone to reiaove for te.rting without contauduation from the stone itself," 

(Dr. Guinn actually tc: tified tliat all the rer.iaue was removed.) 

Gear coiifirmed tiiat the small samples did not exist so new Scuapleo were taken, he 
describes how, ;ind 'with rr.gard to the bullet 590 ho status exactly what I attested to 
the affidavit to wldch I attached the pulled bullet. 

Rather tlvin t}ie I'adioactivity being at all d;ingea'OUs, ho stater timt the day after 
tlio Quinn IhtA ^eatin;;, "all m/iterials were jxjturncd to the imtionul Archivi;s building," 

The wliole opoiation wa4 pliotograjihed. Photos 50 through 50 are all oH tlie pulling 
and rejoining of the bullet and shell. , 

It tiius is apparent that tlie Phi’s allegations ui-ii regard to tlie alleged destruction 
of th(3 samples Gallagher tested are not accurate a:id truthful cmcl do not explain their 



alleged dicapjxjarimcc. It likewise is apparent that Gallaghe '’s deposition testimony 

Mie unfired ^ulleO 

with regard to hir anli the Fij^I's failure to perform tests on lUPSMiPIIS are not accurate 
and trutliful and ttuit ray allegations v/ith regard to both are correct. 

In tills regard I remind you that Dr. Guinn, when he testified before USCA, Has 
careful to state tliat the sjrecimens submitted to him for testing did not match the 
official descriptions ol those smaller exhibits. 

There is no accounting of the relatively large s;imple SA Frazier removed from the 
base of 599. Its sise is visible in the photographs I ^jpovided vjith my affidavits, Ti'iis 
does suggest thwit wliat Guinn^ tested could have coi.ie from the unaccounti.d material from 
the base and thus would have tested ids-ntical vdth it. Gn Reposition Frazier testified 
that the bullet ivas weighed on receipt only, when it weighed 150.6 grains. In fact the 



Fbl weighed it after the samples were tiilcen, H3CA says tliat it now 'weighs 0,9 grains 
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less^and tliis small vieight represents wliat ■‘^razier removed and another piece that fell 
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of-' after the bullet v;aa teinsferj-ed to the iii'cliivcs. 

Tlie FjI'u Uiievjorn clairas tluit the Galla^ier s£uaplc;a ;ind the curhsttoe spoctro- 
tjrapliio plate were routluely 4taailHHpm^'*?catroycd caii' t be believed and at the very 
leaut are ill '/iol: itioii oi' lav; and roKulatione. Wo records of any such destruction are 
provided and it is clear tluit all destructions, if any, must be apj-roved and recorded, 
boint; along id.tli this, v;hen some spoctrographic plates were finally provided, most 
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lacked id'-iitification v;itli their specimen numbers. The i’ll has refused to provide these 
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identifications, ssyang that it ..ould require doing research. 

v/hei'e these plates were dated, th- dates disprove the Fdl’s initial representations. 
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at all spcctrograpliio results were incorporated in its 11/23/^5 report to Dallas "Police 
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Chief Jesse Curi-y. ->omo of tliese plates are dated after 11/23/63 and all tests I can 
prove were coiiductc- by th^; i?'bX ar^- not included in the plate:; provided* 
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